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Applicant believes from a consultation of the USPTO Private Pair system that this 
Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within the time period specified in 37 
C.F.R.1.97 (b), and therefore believes that no filing fee is required. In the case that 
Applicant is mistaken in this belief, Applicant requests the opportunity to refile the 
instant document with the appropriate fee without any loss of right. 

Two foreign language patent applications are included among the disclosed art. 
One is Japan Patent Application No. 06-057363, which was published on March 1, 1994. 
It is believed that the relevance of this document is that it teaches the sintering aluminum 
magnesium alloy powder in a nitrogen atmosphere that has a partial pressure of 0.01 
atmosphere (1.01 kpa) or less water vapor. The powder, however, has been cold 
compacted prior to sintering, in contradistinction to the claimed invention of the instant 
application. A translation of the abstract is provided. 

The other foreign language patent application is Japan Patent Application No. 06- 
033164, which was published on March 1, 1994. It is believed that the relevance of this 
document is that it teaches the heating of an aluminum powder that contains magnesium 
in a nitrogen atmosphere in the temperature range of 500 °C to 600 °C. However, the 
powder is hot compacted. A translation of the abstract is provided as is a machine- 
language translation of the entire document. 

Applicants believe that its invention as described and claimed in the instant 
application is neither taught nor suggested by the disclosed art. Accordingly, Applicant's 
invention is believed to be patentable over this art. 
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